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Drive Results 


“To be perfectly honest, the results to 
date have been somewhat disappointing.” 

With those words, President Henry R. De 
Bolster summed up the recent financial 
drives held in many communities for 
Redeemer College. 


















During its first year of operation 
(1982-83), Redeemer College, after receiv- 
ing permission. from local consistories, 


~ conducted fund raising drives in many of 


the supporting (mostly Christian Reformed) 
churches throughout Eastern Canada. 
These drives were conducted throughout 
the year on a staggered basis, the timing 
being determined in consultation with local 
Redeemer College supporters. - 
However, for the 1983-84 fiscal year (July 
1, 1983-June 30, 1984), it was thought, after 
‘a great-deal of discussion, consultation and 


consideration at the college, that it would 


be beneficial for everyone concerned to 
conduct one province-wide drive in 
November of each year as it was felt that 
this would be more responsible and 
stewardly. In this way, Redeemer sup- 
porters and friends could become familiar 


$600,000.00 
Required $500,000.00 
$540,300.00 

$400,000.00 

$300,000.00 


Actual 
to date: 


$230,000.00 


$200,000.00 


$100,000.00 


Disappointing 


with an annual drive in November of each 
year. Indeed—November would become 
Redeemer month! 

Over 98% of the Christian Reformed 
Churches in Eastern Canada have given 
their approval of a Redeemer drive in their 
congregation. What a tremendous 
endorsement! 

In each congregation, Redeemer College 
(specifically through chief fundraiser, Ben 
Stegeman), recruited a campaign manager, 
who in turn would recruita number of can- 
vassers; the number to be determined by 
the size of the congregation. — 


Last November, drives were conducted : 
in over. 50. churches, ‘Drives in over 40 
other CUS Toe were Sespened to the 








‘During the 1983-84 fiscal year, close to 
$750,000.00 must be raised frorn the sup- 
port constituency of Redeemer. That total is 
comprised of: 


Memberships $150,000.00 

Donations $270,000.00 

Student Aid — 

Donations $ 20,000.00 

Student Aid — 

Churches $100,000.00: 

Capital Fund 

Donations $700,300.00. 

Capital Fund : 

Loans $100,000.00 
$740,300.00 


The support fram churches (quotas) for 
the student aid fund is going well, as are the 
loans (no or low interest) for the capital 
furvel. 

However, some $540,300.00 is required 
in donations (270,000.00), memberships 
(150,000.00), capital fund needs 
(100,300.00), and for the Student Aid fund 
(20,000.00). At the end of December, 
1983, a total of approximately $230,000.00 
had been raised in these various 
categories, 

With the current fiscal year 6 months old, 
it leaves 6 months (to June 1964) to raise 
the remaining approximately $320,000.00. 

When asked to comment on the results 
to date, President De Bolster replied, “Let 
me first-of all acknowledge our very deep 
appreciation to the hundreds and hundreds 
of members, supporters and friends who 
have given and supported us so wonder- 
fully in the past. There have been days 
when we received, unannounced and 
unexpected, same wonderful gifts. | know 
personally of some who—even though they 
can't really afford it—are supporting wus 
because they are convinced of the absolute 
need of Christian post-secondary 
education.” 

“I know, too, that there are many who 
remember us regularly in prayer. That is 








Since the beginning of Redeemer Col- 
lege; much consideration has been 
given to serving, through extension 
courses, the educational needs of our 
greater constituency. It was 
acknowledged right from the start that 
Redeemer should do more than just 
serve young men and women who 
had enrolled as full-time students. 
While it is also acknowledged that 
much more needs to be done, con- 
straints on time and manpower have 
allowed only a modest beginning. 
Specifically, Redeemer now 
schedules certain courses to meet dur- 
ing. the evening in order to allow more 
adult members of our Sor eeency to 


















These services to part-time students 
have been an unqualified success. 
During the 1982-83 academic year, 
Redeemer enrolled some 60 _part- 
timers. During the current academic 
year, well over 130 men and women 
have enrolled as part-time students. 

It became apparent, however, that 
part-time students would undertake 
one, two or three courses for reasons 
of personal interest and enrichment 
and then discontinue as part-time 
students. 

Recently, however, the Academic 
Council approved a new “Certificate 
in Arts” program. 

This program is specifically designed 













even more important. We could not goon if 
we did not have the prayerful support of 
God's people.’ 

However, in light of the fact that less 
money had been raised than anticipated, 
President De Bolster was asked what he 
thought the reason for this was. He replied, 
“It's hard to get a handle on it: Remember 
too that drives have yet to be conducted in 
over 40 churches before the end of the fiscal 
year. Maybe the Lord will surprise us again, 
as He has done in the past.“ 

“There is-one thing, however,” De 
Bolster continued “that | want the readers 
of Reflections to realize. Many things have 
happened at Redeemer which were not 
supposed to happen. When ! consider the 
calibre of the faculty, the number of 
students, the leasing of facilities-and dorms 
and the purchase of the library, it leaves me 
personally, very humbled, even speechless, 
at the Lord's blessings. 

“The same can be said for our fund- 
raising. We finished our first academic year 
with an operating budget surplus of 
$67,000.00. That was not supposed to 
happen. 

“But, people forget that our Capital and 


New Certificate Program 
for Part-Time Students 


















for part-time students and encourages 
them to take a variety of courses. 
Once they have completed the 
prescribed 10 credit courses and have 
earned a cumulative average of “C" 
(5.00 grade point average), their efforts 
are recognized by being awarded the 
“Certificate in Arts”, 

The program requires that a part- 
time student undertakes the following 
COUTSES: 

1 course in English Composition 
(English (101) 
1 course in English Literature 
{English 103) 
1 course in Fine Arts (Art 103 of Music 
103 of Drama 103, 215, or 216) 
urse be History (History 103, 104, 
























"(Philosophy 121) 

1 course in Social Science (Economics 
1271 of Geography 121. or Political 
Science 121 or Psychology 121 or 
Sociology 121) 

2 courses in Theology (Religion 103 or 
104 and 251} 

1 course in general Science (Biology or 
Physical Science 101) 

1 elective (from any other course 

numbered 101-121) 







































Those interested in broadening their 
horizons and perspectives are invited 
to consider enrolling in this program 
this coming summer or fall. For more 
information, contact Arend Kersten, 
Director of College Advancement. 0 

























Student Aid budgets ended fast year some 
$250,000.00 short of the budget, 

“In any event, that was last year. This 
year, again, much money needs to be 
raised. 

“! wonder sometimes if there isn't a 
perception in-our communities that things 
are going so great at Redeemer—also finan- 
cially—that Redeemer doesn't need any 
money. That-simply is not true. 

“| hope that many friends and supporters 
wha have nol supported us recently will 
reconsider and support us after all. The 
need is very real. At the same time, we are 
confident of the support of members and 
friends who will be contacted during the 
spring and winter drives." LJ 











Nominations Invited 


| Members of Redeemer College are 
| invited to submit nominations for the | 
Board of Governors to replace board 
members who have completed their 
term(s) of office. 
Please send your suggestions to the 
college prior to March 1, 1984. 
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CCRCC 


The Council of Christian Reformed 
Churches in Canada met at Redeemer 
College, November 9-11, 1983. 

The Council, headquartered in 


Burlington, Ontario, meets every two years 


to address matters unique to Christian 
Reformed Churches in Canada. Rev. A. 
Van Eek serves as Executive Secretary of 
the Council. 

9 of the 10 Classis in Canada each 
delegate a minister, elder and deacon. 
Those who serve on various Council 
Committees also attend in order to report 
on their activities. 


The .Council was preceeded by a 
Conference held on Monday and Tuesday, 
November 7 and 8, Dr. Richard Mouw of 
Calvin College was the featured speaker. 
His topic was entitled: “What Does a 
Biblical Church Want to Say to its Secular 
World?” Vigorous discussion followed his 
presentation. 

On Wednesday, November 9, 1983, 
Council, as one of its first items of business, 
elected Rev. B. Nederlof (Victoria, B.C.) as 
its Chairman; Rev. R. Sikkema (Mt. 
Hamilton, Ontario) as Vice-Chairman and 
Rev. R. De Moor (Trinity, Edmonton, 


Alberta) as Secretary. 

Considered by many to be a watershed 
meeting of Council, delegates thoroughly 
discussed many issues, including some 
contentious ones. Decisions were made 
and directions set. Reflection readers can 
read more about the actual deliberations of 
Council in other publications. 

Redeemer was pleased to host the 
meeting of Council. It would welcome the 
opportunity to again host the Council when 
it is scheduled to meet in Eastern Canada. 

Rev. Van Eek, in writing the College after 
the Council meeting stated: “We want to 


thank you, because you have anticipated 
and met Council's every néed. 

“Rooms and equipment were more than 
adequate. The help of personnel was 
generous — do thank Peter Hoogendam 
(the custodian) for his attentiveness 
throughout those days. 

“Delegates surely gathered some positive 
impressions of Redeemer during those days 
of concentrated activity—and we look for- 
ward to every appropriate form of mutual 
support in A.D. 1984," 





O.A.C.S.S. 


On Saturday, November 5, delegates of 
Boards of various Christian elementary and 
secondary schools throughout Eastem 
Canada met at Redeemer College for the 
31st annual meeting of the Ontario Alliance 
of Christian School Societies. 

After Chairman .of the Promotion 
Committee, R. Vording of Aylmer, called 
the meeting to order, Rev. De Bolster led in 
devotions based on Psalm 111. 

The keynote speaker for the moming 
session was Dr. James Payton, pastor 
of the Stratford Christian Reformed Church, 
who spoke eloquently and passionately 
about the future of Christian Education. 

Following coffee, delegates attended one 
of six workshops. The six workshops 
offered were: The Role of the Board; The 
Role of the Education Committee; The Role 
of the Public Relations Committee; The 
Computer in the Elementary School; The 
Computer in the Secondary School; and, 
The Role of New Audio-Visual Television 

_and Tape Recorders in the Classroom. — 


After lunch in the cafeteria, delegates 
were offered. an opportunity to inspect the 
facilities of Redeemer College. 

When the afternoon session  re- 
convened, Gerzinus Hoekstra, part-time 
Instructor of Music (Chamber Choir) at 
Redeemer, conducted the - Redeemer 
Chamber Choir in various selections 
specifically chosen to emphasize a 
Reformation theme. 

The afternoon business session was 
conducted under the able direction of Dirk 
Brinkman of Bowmanville, Chairman of the 
Board of the O.A.C.5. All reports following 
the meeting pointed to good progress and a 
positive atmosphere. 

Redeemer College has always considered 
itself a natural extension of Christian 
elementary and secondary education now 
available in Ontario. First there were Chris- 
tian grade schools, then Christian high 


‘schools, a Christian graduate institution, 


and now finally a Christian college. 


“Today, some 65 Christian grade schools, 


and 12 Christian high schools belong to the 
O.A.C.S. 

The ties between Redeemer College and 
the O.A.C.S. are very real, Not only are the 
executive offices of the O.A.C.5. located in 
the Redeemer College building, the 
Executive Director of the O.A.C.S., Mr. 
Adrian Guldemond, is the Secretary of the 


val 


Board of Governors of Redeemer College 
and Mr, Dick Kranendonk, Business and 
Finance Director of Redeemer College is 
vice chairman of the Board of the ©.A.C.5. 

It is the hope of Redeemer College that 
many future meetings of the O.A.C,5. will 
be held in Redeemer facilities. 











-DEAN’S LIST STUDENTS 


The following students (in alphabetical order) earned the right to be included 
on the Dean’s Honor List after the end of the first semester. This means 
these students had a grade point average of 9.00 (B+) or better. We extend 
our hearty congratulations to each one of them. 
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Reformation Day, October 31, 1983. A 
truly beautiful day! Bright sunshine and 
warm temperatures added to an at- 
mosphere of excitement and anticipation. 

It was the dream of the administration of 
Redeemer that annually a day could be set 
aside with our “‘seniors’’—those who 
pioneered Christian education in Ontario. 

lt was finally decided that Reforma- 
tion Day would be an appropriate day. 
Publicity in-Reflections and province-wide 
bulletin announcements invited our seniors 
to come to Redeemer for their day. 

And come they did! 

From Clinton and Sarnia and St. 
Catharines and Toronto and Bowmanville 
and all points in between. By car, by bus 
and even by truck. 

About 235 had informed us they were 
coming. 

Over 300 showed up! 

After registration and coffee in the 
‘cafeteria, they proceeded to the gym for a 
special “Reformation Day Assembly’. 
Along with the student body, faculty and 
staff, they squeezed into every corner of 
the gymnatorium. Some students were 
literally hanging from the rafters {gym 
ladders on the wall), 

After a formal welcome and a rousing 
singsong, Rev. De. Bolster brought a Refor- 
mation Day meditation, After prayer and 
introduction of the faculty and staff to the 
guesis, the choir, under the direction of 
Gerzinus Hoekstra, contributed to the 
festive atmosphere. 

Lunch followed—and was. that a 
challenge! Classrooms were converted into 
cafeterias, Students pitched in to help. 








SENIOR CITIZENS DAY 


Miraculously, there was ‘enough food 
(everybody ate a litthe less). All present, 
knowing the dilemma Redeemer faced 
because of the larger-than-expected crowd, 
cooperated and patiently waited their tur. 

After lunch, Arend Kersten took over as 
master of ceremonies, publicly introducing 
Renee Bos to her prospective Opa and 
Oma in law (she hopes) whom she had 
never met. 

Hugh Cook was a huge success sharing 
one of his short stories with the crowd. It 
dealt with the experiences of an immigrant 
“dominee™ during the 1950's in Alberta. 

3:00 p.m. was rapidly approaching. In 
closing, Arend Kersten shared some 
personal thoughts, relating his own 
experiences as a student in pioneering 
Christian schools in Ontario, 

He acknowledged that the reason why 
Redeemer had instituted “Opa and Oma 
Day" was to give an opportunity to second 
and third generation immigrant children to 
formally thank the “‘pioneers'’, who, in 
faith, established Churches and Christian 
Schools. 

The day was not complete without the 
singing of the Dutch national anthem, the 
Canadian national anthem and of course, 
the Friese Volkslied. 

Even. Rev. De Bolster, whose birthday 
was to come in.a couple of days, got a rous- 
ing rendition of “Happy Birthday’. 

All-in-all, a great day. If comments from 
those present were any indication, our 
seniors are already looking forward to this 
year's “Opa and Oma Dag’. 

Mark it on the calendar, October 31, 
1984. LJ 
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Reserve yours now 


* Vacation Homes 
RENT A DORM 


Features: 

® central location 
@® cheap rent 

® air-conditioned 
® fully furnished 


Redeemer College is renting its fully-furnished, air-conditioned 
dorms during the summer months on a weekly basis. 


The rent is only $150.00 per week. 


Located on Frances Road, Burlington, just 1/4 mile off the 
Q.E.W., less than 1 hour's drive will get you to Toronto (C.N. Tower, 
Science Center, Canada’s Wonderland, Ontario Place) Niagara Falls 
(Marineland, etc.) or Rockton (African Lion Safari). 


Why impose on friends or relatives? Why pay $150.00 for a 
hatel room in Toronto for 1 night, when the same amount will get 
you a dorm for a whole week. There is room for the whole family — 
and: privacy too! 


If you are interested in reserving a dorm for your family’s 
vacation this summer, just call us... 


Redeemer College 
467 Beach Blvd. 
Hamilton, Ontario L8H 6W8 
(416) 549-8024 
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ART, BIOLOGY, BUSINESS, CHEMISTRY, COMMUNICATIONS 





COMPUTER SCIENCE, GREEK, DUTCH, ECONOMICS, EDUCATION, ENGLISH, 





FRENCH, GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, MATHEMATICS, MUSIC, PHILOSOPHY, 





PHYSICAL EDUCATION, PHYSICS, POLITICAL SCIENCE, PSYCHOLOGY, ” 





RELIGION AND THEOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY 





Course Offerings 1984-85 


Subject to the availability of qualified faculty and the 
budgetary approval of the Board of Governors, the 
Academic Council has approved the following program of 
courses: 


Art 
*103 Fundamentals of Art 
*114 Drawing & Design 
Biology 
101 Introduction to Biological Science 
121 Cell & Developmental Biology 
122 Genetics & Evolution 
215 Mammalian Physiology & Anatomy | 
216 Mammalian Physiology & Anatomy Il 


Business 
203 Introduction te Financial Accounting 
204 Managerial Accounting 
*315 Financial Accounting I! 
*316 Managerial Accounting II 
"319 Business Organization & Management 
*321 Finance 
*325 Auditing 


Chemistry 

121 General Chemistry | 

122 General Chemistry !I 
*263 Organic Chemistry | 
* 264 Organic Chemistry Il 


Communications 
* 114 Fundamentals of Public Speaking 


Computer Science 
103 Introduction ta Computer Science 


Classical Languages (Greek) 
*201 Beginning Greek | 
* 202 Beginning Greek Il 


Dutch 
*121 Intermediate Dutch | 
* Intermediate Dutch Il 


Economics 


231 Intermediate Microeconomics 
* 232 Intermediate Macroeconomics 


New Category of Part-Time Student 


Up to now, there have been two ful and financial support of the Redeemer 


Education 

021 Classroom Observation (non-credit) 
*301 Educational Psychology 
* 303 Philosophy of Education 
"308 History of Education 


English 

101 Composition 

103 Introduction to Literature 

22? Canadian Literature 
*251 Children’s Literature 
*303 Creative Writing 


*341 Medieval to Seventeenth Century English Literature 


* 343 Shakespeare 


French 
*101 Beginning French | 
*102 Beginning French Il 
121 Intermediate French | 
122 Intermediate French I 
223 Advanced French | 
224 Advanced French II 
*231 Introduction to French Literature | 
* 232 Introduction to French Literature II 


Geography 
* 225 Canadian Geography | 
*226 Canadian Geography I! 


History ' ; 
103 The Making of Europe 
104 Roots of the Modem World 
*125 Introduction to the Study of History 
*205 The Modern World 
*321 Ancient History 


Mathematics 
*101 Elements of Mathematics 
111 Relations & Functions | 
112 Relations & Functions II 
115 Algebra | 
116 Algebra I 
121 Calculus | 
122 Calculus Il 
*201 Statistical Methods 
*223 Calculus Ill 
* 224 Calculus IV 


Music 
101-202 Music Studio 
103 Introduction to Music Literature 
111-212 Chamber, Choir 
114 Music Theory | 
*215 Music Theory II 
* 223 History of Music | 


Philosophy 

121 Introduction to Philosaphy | 

122 Introduction to Philosophy II 
*232 History of Philosophy: Modern 
*351 Philosophical Anthropology 


Physical Education 
*011, 021, 031 Physical Activity | (non-credit) 
*012, 022, 032 Physical Activity I (non-credit) 
Physics 
*101 intraduction to Physical Science 
121 General Physics | 
122 General Physics Il 


Political Science 

121 Introduction to Political Science 

122 Modern Political Ideologies 

208 Introduction to International Relations 
*221 Canadian Government & Politics 


Psychology _ 
121 Introduction to Psychology | 
122 Introduction to Psychology II ae 
*225 Developmental Psychology: Adolescent & Adult 
*231 Social Psychology 
315 Theories of Personality 
*321 Abnormal Psychology 
"341 History of Psychology 


Religion & Theology 
103 Introduction to Scripture: Old Testament 
104 Introduction to Scripture: New Testament 
"235 Church History | 
*236 Church History Il 
251 Reformation Theology 


Sociology 
121 Introduction to Sociology 
122 Social Problems 


* (new courses offered) 


Programs at 


categories for students taking courses at 
Redeemer College on a part-time basis. 

Any part-time student can take any 
available course for credit. This means that 
a part-time student participates in a class or 
classes of their choice as any full-time 
student. They take notes, do the required 
course work, write quizzes and exams, par- 
ticipate in discussions, and if required, pre- 
sent written papers. At the end of the term, 
they receive a grade mark and an official 
college transcript outlining their progress to 
date. Students interested in our “Certificate 
of Arts’ program must take the required 
courses for credit in order to qualify for the 
certificate. 

The second category for the part-timer is 
to enroll in a course of their choice (pro- 
vided there is room) as an “audit” student. 
This means the student participates mostly 
by listening. They do not write tests or write 
papers. At the end of the course they 
receive an official college transcript 
indicating they took the course on an 
"audit" basis, but they do not receive a 
grade mark. 

In recognition of the tremendous prayer- 


College family, Redeemer has instituted a 
new policy for part-timers. 

Provided ~ an individual = supports 
Redeemer College with $10.00 per month 
or $120.00 per year, he/she may sit in on 
any class or classes (provided there is room) 
for $50.00 per semester, 

The “visitor student participates in 
much the same way as an “audit student, 
but. does not receive official college 
transcripts of any kind, 

Redeemer College feels that in this small 
way it can show its appreciation to its 
support constituency. 

Those interested in participating in the 
Redeemer College program as a part-time 
student are invited to watch their church 
bulletins and future issues of Reflections 
outlining the courses that will be available 
in September. Remember that space 
available to visitors is limited in many 
classes and those interested in this program 
are encouraged to notify Redeemer of their 
intent to sit ina class or classes as visitors as 
soon as possible after the notices listing 
available courses are made public. oO 





Redeemer 
College 


Redeemer College is committed to 
developing complete degree programs in 
the following areas, permitting students to 
obtain all or most of their college studies at 
Redeemer. 


@ Business 

® Elementary Education 
® General Arts 

@ Pre-Seminary 

@ Secondary Education 
® Social Work/Psychology 


Students interested in other programs, 
such as University Prepartory year (Grade 
13) or Pre-Professional programs (nursing, 
medicine, engineering, etc.) can come to 
Redeemer first and then transfer to another 
institution to complete their degree 
requirements. oO 








incaxnation Issue 
Flares in 
California 


(Los Angeles, Calif.) in 1977 the 
publication of The Myth of Ged Incar- 
nate, edited by professor John Hick, a 
religious philosopher and an ordained 
minister in the United Reformed 
Church in Great Britain, created a big 
stir both in England and in the United 
States. At the time Professor Hick. 
now 61, taught at Birmingham 
University. 

The theological controversy has 
now resurfaced in California on the 
occasion of professor Hick’s assump- 
tion of a faculty appointment at Clare- 
mont Graduate School last year and 
his application for membership in the 
San Gabriel (Calif.) Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). Intense 
debate preceded his acceptance by a 
vote of 98-92 at the September 
presbytery meeting. Conservatives 
from Fuller Theological Seminary op- 
posed liberal backers of Hick from the 
Claremont area. On October 11] a com- 
plaint of “irregular action by 
presbytery was filed with the Los 
Angeles-based synod of Southern 
California and Hawaii. 

The complaint states: “‘We believe 
that Professor Hick’s published 
statements (which he continues to 
affirm) on the person and work of our 
Lord Jesus Christ are utterly incom- 
patible with our Book of Confessions 
and with the constitutional criteria for 
membership in this presbytery.” In 
the written complaint, Hick is quoted 
as writing (in God Has Many Names, 
1980), the idea of the incarnation “isa 
mythological idea, a figure of speech, 
a piece of poetic imagery.” Professor 
Jewett, of Fuller Seminary, and others 
maintain that if the incarnation is 
treated as mere poetic imagery. the 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity is 
emptied of meaning. | 

Professor Hick said he was sur- 
prised by the objections raised. “The 
fundamental issue is whether 
theological research and _ reflection 
which goes beyond simply repeating 
the formulae of previous centuries can 
be undertaken by a Presbyterian 
minister.”” Among those who support 
Hick are church historian Jane 
Douglas of the School of Theology at 
Claremont, and also his pastor, the 
Rev. James Angell of Claremont 
Presbyterian Church, 

Professor Hick has been in the 
forefront-of scholars who try to con- 
struct a theology that embraces all 
major faiths. In God Has Many Names 
he wrote that the “sense of unique 
Christian superiority is grounded in 
the faith that the founder of the Chris- 
tian way was none other than God in- 
carnate,"" He continued, “The proper 
conclusion seems to me to be that the 
notion of a special human being as a 
‘son of God’ is a metaphorical idea 
which belongs to the imaginative 
language of a number of ancient 
cultures. The Christian tradition, 
however, has turned this poetry into 
prose, so that a metaphorical son of 
God became a metaphysical God and 
the Son, second Person of a divine 
Trinity; and the resulting doctrine of a 
unique incarnation has long poisoned 
the relationships both between Chris- 
tians and Jews and between Chris- 
tians and Muslims, as well as affecting 
the history of Christian imperialism in 
the Far East, India, Alrica and 
elsewhere." 0 





Bring a reformed point of 
view into your home. 
Subscribe to C.R. 
Canada 
P.O. Box 777 
Jordan Station, Ontario LOR 150 


$18.50 per year. Includes a free 
copy of Colson‘s classic 


Loving God 


Foreign Religious 
Literature Banned 

A traveler from Beijing reports that 
students at Beijing and Qinghai 
universities were told to turn in all 
religious literature in their possession 
that was published abroad. They were 
told this at their weekly political study 
sessions and were given until the 10th 
of December to turn the literature in. 
After that date possession would 
result in expulsion from the univer- 
sity. Fellow students were encouraged 
to turn in anyone who kept such 
literature secret. The traveler said it 
appears that this is to be a pilot pro- 
ject, which, if successful, would be ex- 
tended to all the universities in the 
country. ; LJ 


Two Elderly 
Catholics Sentenced 


According to a report in Hong 
Kong's Kung Kao Po (16 Dec. 83), two 
elderly Catholics were recently 
sentenced to ten-year prison terms. 
Bishop Fan Xueyan, who is over 
eighty. years old was sentenced in 
Baoding prefecture, Hebei province 
for three crimes: 1) privately ordain- 
ing bishops and priests, 2) receiving 
outside funds and 3) having contacts 
with the Vatican. Also sentenced was 
a Father Huo Binzhang, who is over 
seventy. Details on his case were not 
piven. 0 
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Holocaust Art 
JERUSALEM — “Infirmary For Children” a charcoal drawing made in the There- 
sienstadt Concentration Camp by Karel Fleischmann, ts featured in a new inmates’ 
section of Yad Vashem—the Holocaust Museum—in Jerusalem. Mr. Fleischmann, who 
was born in 1897 in Czechoslovakia, was a physician and painted as a hobby. He was 
killed with his wife in Auschuitz in [S44. 





The AACS and 


those troublesome conservatives 


T were good years, those early years at 
&& Unionville.* The memory of them is as yesterday. 

I remember sitting next to Fred Herfst and poking him in the 
ribs halfway through the first lecture to inquire: “What's a 
norm, Fred?" That word kept cropping up. Even back then the 
concept of normativity was not a popular one at the public 
schools we attended. (My generation outstripped the Christian 
school system. The grade schools were just being built when 
we moved on to high school.) 

Yes, those carly Unionville years were good years. The spirit 
In the air around us was contagious, How can words possibly 
describe the exhilirating joy experienced upon finally com- 
prehending the meaning of the phrase “law is God's will for 
His creation” while reading, for the fourth time, H. Evan Run- 
ners The Relation of the Bible to Learning? 

The conviction that a university is indispensible to the 
mosaic of Christian education in North America grew as the 
need for distinctively Christian curriculum material for col- 
leges. high schools and grade schools became apparent. And 
the same people who pioneered churches, grade schools and a 
fledgling labor association, put their hearts and hard-earned 
dollars to work for Christian higher education. They formed an 
Association for the Advancement of Christian Scholarship 
(AACS). 

But these people were, and are today, of a predominantly 
conservative bent of mind. That is to say, they are conservative 
in a positive, reformational sense of the word. They want to 
conserve their beginnings, their foundation, their principles, 
fully realizing that without a firm, biblical foundation all 
organizational efforts will sink away in the quicksand of 
relativism. 

They are not well-educated folk, these immigrants. But they 
are a deeply religious people who take their calling in life 
seriously, They are a reformed people who take their stand 
upon the confessions of the church, confessing that Jesus 
Christ is Lord over all of life. They do not want to cling blindly 
to the past, nor do they want to revere that which is old, simply 
because it is old. That would be dead conservatism of which 
these people want no part. But at the same time, they harbor a 
deep respect and love for biblical principles which are timeless. 
They are not caught up in the maelstrom of the new theology 
which subtly shifts the accent from Christ to the Christian, and 
elevates its own views above the plain teachings of Scripture. 

And that is why Calvin Seerveld is mistaken when he con- 
eludes a powerful exegesis of the closing chapters of the book 
of Job** with the statement: “So never mind the “conser- 
vative’ friends who tell us that if you get rid of so-and-so, then 
you fet our money...” And Seerveld misinterprets reality 
altogether when he states elsewhere In the same article that 
the AACS has been “‘left by friends who couldn't take our 
weaknesses," 

The Institute for Christian Studies (AACS) is not, as Seerveld 
puts it, “at the point of bankruptcy’ because its 
“conservative’ friends can't tolerate its weaknesses. The In- 
stitute’s ‘conservative’ friends have tolerated a very great 


deal for a very long time. The “conservatives” readily concede 
that they also are prone to many weaknesses. They confess 
that forgiveness must of necessity play a leading role in the life 
of the Christian, But that decidedly is not the problem. [t is not 
a “holier than thou” attitude which has driven the “conser- 
vatives’ out of the AACS fold. 

The reasons “conservatives have for years been 
withholding their financial support from the AACS are more 
honorable than that. The “conservatives” perceive, rightly or 
wrongly, that the AACS has become, in notable instances, un- 
faithful to its beginnings. Much of the heady, unifying spirit of 
the Unionville days is gone; debilitating divisiveness and 
disagreement on matters of principle have taken center stage. 
The AACS suffers from the worst of all possible spiritual 
maladies—it has become a house divided against itself. 

The “‘conservatives” looked: upon the AACS as a beacon of 
light in the dark night of secular humanism; a source of direc: 
tion and certainty in an academic world tossed to and fro on 
the waves of confusion and apostacy. And in this partnership 
of Christian higher education, “conservatives” invested 
millions of their stewardly dollars, only to perceive the AACS 
itself becoming part of the confusion and directionlessness. 

For more than six years now the AACS has sapped its 
spiritual vitality through internal disagreements which are not 
being resolved. A loss of unanimity of direction and purpose 
has resulted in endless discussion of issues which should be 
taken for granted among Christians. Staff members apparently 
not satisfied with teaching the fundamentals of Christian 
learning attempt, with prophetic zeal, to persuade its *“‘conser- 
vative” constituency to adopt its radical views—views which 
in many instances are perceived to be at odds with the re- 
formed faith. 

To suggest that “conservatives” are heavy-handed and will 
only support the AACS If “so-and-so is gotten rid of" is to shift 
the burden of responsibility onto the wrong shoulders, It is not 
a question of “getting rid of so-and-so." It's a question of 
whether or not views which are incompatible with the basis, 
purpose and educational creed of the AACS are going to be 
tolerated. That is why with heavy hearts, fully realizing that 
Christian higher education is not an option but a covenant 
obligation, so many “conservatives” have withdrawn their 
support. In good conscience they sincerely believed they could 
not do otherwise. The decision to suspend support was taken 
over a number of years. It was a decision not lightly taken. 

And it is a decision which is reversible! 

The “conservative” friends of the AACS ask only one thing: 
that the AACS be true to itself. That is, that the AACS be true 
te its purpose, basis and creed and that through firm leader- 
ship, it put an end to internal divisiveness. | 

—John Hultink 


* The first student lectunes were given ct Unionutlie, Ontario. 
** See the December 1985 issue of Perspectioe, newsletter of the 
AACS. 
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Trudeau continued from page | 





believed that “Trudeau's peace in- 
itiative is already starting to show 


signs of success..." Typical of both 
positive and negative reactions, these 
responses are hardly surprising. The 
secular world wears horizontalistic 
spectacles through which it views 
these events. What is surprising, as 
well as disturbing, is the response of 
the Christian press. 


T he editor of the Mennonite 
Brethren Herald encouraged 
his readers to extend Trudeau “our 
warmest support in his efforts at get- 
ting a dialogue going among the 
world powers who possess nuclear 
weapons." The Catholic New Times 
went so far as to compare Ottawa to 
Nazareth and declared unblushingly 
“Now we Canadians are hearing a 
message of peace from a Prime 
Minister who is willing to travel to 
the capitals of the nations in search 
of global security."’ (God help us if 
our security rests with Trudeau's 
search.) A more recent issue of the 
same Magazine proclaimed on its 
front page in bold print: Trudeau, 
church leaders build partnership 
for peace. In the same article a sum- 
mary of a brief, presented to 
Trudeau by leaders of the mainline 
churches, failed to make a single 
reference to God and the need for 
men to live lives of obedience before 
His face. A Florida editorial, 
reprinted in a Reformed weekly, 
went so far as to conclude: “Trudeau 
has pointed the way the world needs 
to go.” 

What delusion—the peace of na- 
tions dependent upon the acts of a 
man! What was God's Ward, a 
sapling beneath the woodman’s axe 
that it might be ineffectuated so easi- 
ly? 

There lies the rub. The prophetic 
mantel has been thrown around 


Trudeau's cynical shoulders; the 
church has forged a “partnership for 
peace” with a man who has 
religiously refused to take the name 
of Jesus Christ upon his lips. Will 
such a pragmatic marriage of conve- 
nience result in the “peace” we all 


~ desire? Surely at this late date in 


history the church of Jesus Christ 
knows better than to place its trust 
in political princes. 


H umanity’s present dilemma of 
possible death by nuclear 
destruction brings to mind a little 
known incident recorded in the 
fourth chapter of the book of Daniel. 
Approximately two and a half 
millennia ago, a potentate with the 
combined political clout of Ronald 
Reagan, Yuri Andropov and a dozen 
lesser dignitaries thrown in, had a 
dream that made him afraid. The 
most powerful leader of the then 
known world, a man who held sway 
over life and death, Nebuchadnezzar, 


dreamt that before him stood a tree 


“whose top touched the sky; visible 
to the ends of the earth." Then, in 
that dream, he saw a messenger 
coming down from heaven. The 
messenger called in a loud voice: 


“Cut down the tree and trim off 
its branches... But let the stump 
and its roots... remain in the 
ground, in the grass of the field.’ 
“Let him be drenched with the 
dew of heaven, and let him live 
with the animals among the 
plants of the earth. Let his mind 
be changed from that of a man 
and let him be given the mind of 
an animal, till seven years pass 
by for him.” 


All this was to happen to Nebu- 
chadnezzar: 


“so that the living may know that 

the Most High is sovercign over 

the kingdoms of men and gives 

them to anyone he wishes..." 

Dreams from the Lorp do not 

return to Him empty. Twelve months 
later it happened. As king: 
Nebuchadnezzar was walking on the 
roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 
he pompously proclaimed, 


“Is not this the great Babylon I 
have built... by my mighty 
power and for the glory of my ma- 
jesty?”" 


The words were still on 
Nebuchadnezzar's lips when a voice 
from heaven informed him that his 
royal authority was about to be 
taken away from him and that for 
seven years he would live with 
animals and eat grass like cattle. All 
this came to pass so “that the living 


may know that the Most High is 
sovereign over the kingdoms of 
men.” 

This incident in the life of 
Nebuchadnezzar ended on a happy 
note. After grazing in the fields with 
wild animals for seven years, his 
sanity returned, he was reinstated as 
king, and he praised the Most High 
“whose dominion is eternal and 
whose kingdom endures from 
#eneration to generation.” 


B ut that was more than twenty- 
five hundred years ago, some 
readers will protest, and what has 
Trudeau to do with Nebuchadnez- 
zar? A great deal more than many 
church leaders are teaching their 
followers. 

Both Nebuchadnezzar and Trudeau 
were elevated to positions of high office. 
Both were placed there by God. Both are 
accountable to Him. The extent to which 
this is true is dramatized in the life of 
Nebuchadnezzar, but Trudeau is no less 
dependent upon the Most High, his pro- 
testations to the contrary not with- 
standing. Seven years in a pasture to hum- 
ble the proud and to teach ‘the living 
that the Most High is sovereign over the 
kingdoms of men."" What will it take in 
the 20th century to show men that God is 
God? What more can God do than He 
has done in Jesus Christ? What more can 
men ask for than God’s powerful 
testimony recorded in the New Testa- 
ment? 

Trudeau’s humanistic peace initiative is 
headed for certain failure, and all those 
who look up to him in their search for 
global security will have their hopes 
dashed on a rock. Those who go in search 
of peace without God, will return empty 
and without hope. The proud will be 
humbled. for God will not be 
mocked. 

Should Christians then no longer 
pray for peace and for Trudeau's ef- 
‘forts to bring peace to a world poised 
on the prec pice of nuclear. destruc: — 

tion? Of course Christians should 
pray. For both peace and for. 
‘Trudeau. But when they pray for 
Trudeau they should do so with the 
biblical realization that he is not in 
charge of peace. They should pray 
that his eyes may be opened and 
that. like Nebuchadnezzar, he may 
be made to see that the Lorp reigns 
over all. God alone brings peace: He 
alone takes it away. And God relates 
to His creatures in terms of their obe- 
dience and disobedience, for Christ's 
sake. 


rudeau, church leaders 

build partnership for peace, 
proclaims the bold headline in a re- 
cent issue of Catholic New Times. 


You F. 


And God? God has been shuttled off 
on a side rail. The mainstream of life 
passes Him by. That is the cardinal 
sin of our generation, the Achilles’ 
heel of its present peace effort. For 
everyone knows that Trudeau ex- 
pects nothing from God; everything 
from his fellowman. The church 
leaders also know this. It is a point of 
view shared by too many of them. 

is there then no hope for peace, no 
hope for pulling humanity back from 
the precipice of the darkness of 
nuclear night? 

Yes! There is hope! But only if 
the church of Jesus Christ on earth 
acknowledges, with Nebuchadnezzar, 
that the Most High is sovereign over 
the kingdoms of men. . 


T here is a formula for peace for 
the nations. But its ingredients 
are bitter to swallow for a humanity 
that prides itself on its independence. 
its autonomy, its separation from 
God. For the main ingredient of this 
formula is a humbling of pride. 
Humanity must bend its proud 
knees, fold its rebellious hands and 
bow its arrogant head in submission 
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Then 
there shall be peace! 

Let the church leaders make an 
end of submitting briefs. Let them 
cease their demonstrations. Let them 
return instead, to their pulpits with a 
holy, prophetic zeal to proclaim the 
Word of the Lorp, That people may 
hear and believe that their help 
comes from God. That God's name 
may be glorified and His will done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Christ is 
our hope, our peace; in prayerful 
obedience lies our answer. 

May it not go with this generation 
as it went in the days of Noah, “O 
earth, earth, earth, listen to the Word 
of Yahweh" (Jer. 22: 29). 

LorD give us peace! Your peace. 


For Ss Ss sake and for the sake of 
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Books & Ideas 





by Dr. John R.W. Stott 
InterVarsity Press 
Downers Grove, Illinois 
1982; paperback, 93 pages 
$2.95 U.S. 


ow can we come to know God? 

| Without His help we would be 
still in spiritual darkness. God reveals 
Himself through creation (natural 
revelation). “Just as human artists 
reveal themselves in their painting, 
sculpture or music, so the divine 
Artist has revealed Himself in the 
beauty, balance, intricacy and order of 
His creation. From it we learn, 
therefore, something of His wisdom, 
power and faithfulness." He also 
makes Himself known through His 
actions and spoken word. Human 
authors, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 


God’s Book for God’s People 


wrote down God's message. We con- 
fess, therefore, that the Bible ts ver- 
bally inspired, “Verbal inspiration 
means that what the Holy Spirit has 
spoken and still speaks through the 
human authors, understood — ac- 
cording to the plain, natural meaning 
of the words used, is true and without 
error,” 

Dr. Stott is concerned with the 
Bible's “yesterday,” its historical 
origins, and its “today,” its contem- 
porary revelance. In expounding the 
doctrine of Scripture the Trinitarian 
approach is used. The Scripture is a 
message which comes from God, 
focuses on Christ, and is articulated 
by the Holy Spirit. How should we res- 
pond to this message? “The true 
function of the mind is not to stand in 
judgment on God's Word but to sit in 
humility under it, eager to hear it, 


prasp it. apply it and obey it in the 
practicalities of daily living.” 

Since this little book is based on a 
series of five sermons preached in All 
Souls Church, London, England, the 
style is colloquial rather than literary; 
it is not a scholarly exposition. 
Therefore, it does not deal with ques- 
tions such as the meaning of language 
or the influence of culture. It is a basic 
book about the historic Christian 
attitude to Scripture and what the 
Bible says of Itself. 

Does it matter what we think of the 
Bible? “I, for one," says Dr. Stott, “am 
deeply disturbed by the cavalier at- 
titude to the Bible adopted by many. 
and I long to see it reinstated in the 
hearts and homes of Christian people 
and enthroned in the pulpits of the 
world, Only then can the church again 
hear and heed God's Word. Only then 


will God's people learn to integrate 
their faith and their lives, as they seek 
to apply the teaching of Scripture to 
their moral standards, economic 
lifestyle, marriage and family, work 
and citizenship. Only then can Chris- 
tians hope to be the world's salt and 
light, as Jesus said they were to be, 
and influence their countries’ culture, 
institutions and laws, values and 
ideals." 

God's Book for God's Peaple makes 
a fine gift for those who make profes- 
sion of faith. A timely and much 
needed work! Oo 


—Reviewed by Johan D. Tangelder, 
Strathroy, Ontario 


Dr, John R.W, Stott, rector emeritus of All 
Souls Church, is a well-known lecturer, 
church leader and author of many books. 
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is friends called him ‘The Divine 
ichelangelo."" He produced more art 
than any artist who has ever lived. 

He painted huge paintings. He carved 
monumental sculptures. He designed 
magnificent buildings. And he even wrote 
poetry. : 

The great amount of art he produced made 
Michelangelo famous. But the strong feelings 
he put into his work also made him famous. 

Why? What struggles did Michelangelo have 
in his heart? And how did his beliefs and 
emotions affect his art? 

Did he use his art for God's glory? 


A Religion of Man 


Michelangelo was born in Italy over 400 
years ago. The Catholic Church was very 
proud and strong there. In fact, the Church's 


A TIMELY MAGAZINE OF DISTINCTIVELY REFORMED FAITH AND VISION _ 


A SPECIAL SECTION FOR YOUNG READERS 





» These figures are 
= from Michelangelo's 
® huge painting on 
the ceiling of the 
| Sistine Chapel in 
Fome. They show 
= ihe mixture of false 
Greek ideas with 
O@ the Bible. The 

@ figure on the left is 
@ fortunetelier from 
[ ancient Greek 
legend. The figure 
On the right 
represents the pro- 


( 
STRUGGLE FOR THE DIVINE 


headquarters were in Italy in the city of i, ae this was the way to God. The harder 


The Church had turned from the Bible as 
the only source of truth. Leaders of the 
Church thought that man could find truth 
through his own great intelligence. 

That's why in Michelangelo's day there was 
a big interest in ancient Greece and Rome. 
People believed that the ancient Greeks and 
Romans had figured out the way to find 
Truth, 

But they were wrong. Those ancient people 
had been pagans. They had not known 
Christ, the Truth. 


Humanism 


The ancient Greek thinker Plato had said 
you could find Truth and God through beauty 
and goodness. He taught that man's mind was 
the way to Truth. 

“To know truth one must seek knowledge,” 
Plato had taught. 

Michelangelo believed these ideas. The 
leaders in his day did too. They thought that 
learning Greek ideas was more important than 
learning the Bible. They believed that man, 
not God, is in control of everything. 

That belief is called humanism. 

Michelangelo's four unfinished statues The 
Captives show this idea that man must make 
himself great. The figures seem to be 
struggling to free themselves from the stone. 


Rebirth 


Yes, the people of Michelangelo's day had a 
new and very strong interest in art and learn- 
ing. They believed that man’s mind was being 
reawakened. It was as though the thinking of 
the ancient Greeks was being reborn. 

That's why this time in history is called the 
Renaissance. The word Renaissance comes 
from the Italian word for “rebirth.” 

Was the Renaissance a good thing? Was it 
really a good awakening? 

Another reawakening was also taking place 
in Europe at this same time. It was called the 
Reformation. 

The Reformation was calling people back to 
the Bible. The Renaissance was calling people 
away from it. 


An Unhappy Struggle 


Michelangelo was born into the 
Renaissance—not the Reformation. But as he 
grew older, his thinking began to change. He 
became concerned about his own salvation. 

But Michelangelo continued to believe the 
false idea that man controls his own future. 

He strived for beauty and perfection. He 


he tried, the more upset he became. In his 
own strength he could never escape his sin 
and his imperfect body. 

He even called his body ‘the soul's dark 
prison.” 

At 72, he was hired to design the dome of 
St. Peter's Church in Rome. But he would 
accept no pay. He wanted to earn his 
salvation by good works. 


An Unhappy Ending? 


_ Michelangelo died disappointed in himself, 
in his life, and even in his magnificent art. On 
his death bed he said, “I regret that I have not 
done enough for the salvation of my soul.” 

He did not understand that it is impossible 
for man to do enough to save his soul. It 
seems he never knew the joy of salvation as 
a free gift. O 


One of The Captives 
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‘Gabby, the Magician 


Castle on the Cliff 


The magic balloon was now a long way from the forest. Gabby stood 
at the edge of the basket peering through the binoculars. The cat sat 
huddled close to him. 

“I'm getting cold,” he complained. 

“We're getting close to the sea," said Gabby. "It won't be long now. I 
should have remembered a thick sweater and a jacket for you." 

“I see the sea!” shouted Tom-Bom. “Wow! It's beautiful! Is that 
water? All of it?” 

“That's right, 1 
waves!" 

“These birds look different from birds in the big forest,'' Tom-Bom 
said. 

“They're gulls, old puss,” Gabby explained. 

After a while. Gabby whooped: “Over there! I see the beach! And 
there's the cliff, sticking out into the sea.” 

Tom-Bom couldn't see that far, and he couldn't use the binoculars 
because his cat eyes didn’t fit them. Gabby kept peering through the 
binoculars. Suddenly he said: “There's a castle on that cliff. That must 
be Martini’s. We're almost there, Tom-Bom! Let's hope we are the first to 
arrive!” 

“There's another balloon right above us, Gabby!" yelled the cat. 
“It's a big one!” 

Gabby looked startled and peered up. “That's not a balloon,” he said. 
That's a blimp with a gondola under it. There's a man inside. He must 
be another magician.” 

“We'd better go faster, Gabby!" urged the cat. 


lom-Bom,” replied Gabby. “Look at those huge 


Gabby opened his little box, and then he tossed more silvery Roques 


up on the balloon. Suddenly they shot ahead. 
“Hurray! Hurray!” bellowed old puss. 

They were coming quickly to the castle, but so was the blimp! 

“Hurry! Hurry!" urged the cat. 

“Calm down, old puss,” soothed the wizard. 

After stopping the balloon above the castle, Gabby sprinkled some 
white powder on it. The balloon touched down close to the castle on the 
cliff. 

Gabby and Tom-Bom leaped out of the basket and ran to the door. 
Behind the door, a long flight of stone stairs led upward. 

“Hurry! Hurry!” gasped the cat. 

Gabby ran as fast as he could. Sometimes he took two steps at a 
time. “I'm too old for this,”” he thought to himself, huffing and puffing. 

At the top of the stairs, Gabby rapped his knuckles against a heavy 
door. 

“Come right in!" said a voice. 

Gabby pushed open the door slowly. He was panting and wheezing. 
Then he walked into the tower room of the old castle, and Tom-Bom 
followed. 

By an open fire sat a very old man with a long beard and a pointed 
hat. Next to the open window there was a condor in a cage. 

“Hello, wizard Martini,” said Gabby. “I'm Gabby, magician of the 
big forest.” 


| In each name below there is a hidden word. Each word 
completes a sentence. Find the hidden words and fill in 
the blanks. 


Abraham 
Solomon 
Adam 
Andrew 
Agrippa 
Martha 
Barnabas 
Cornelius 
Nicodemus 
Timothy 
Zebedee 
Rachel 


1. Mrs. Jones 
2. A large 
3. | woke up this morning with a tooth 
4. Coach Anderson told me to get a good 
. Brenda sang a 
. Mom fixes country 
. The horses are in the 
. | make up my 
. Tommy and | learned Morse 
. We do _ 





Martini looked at him for a long time. Then he said in a friendly 
voice: ‘Hello, Gabby, and welcome to my castle. Is that your cat?" 

“Yes, he is, Martini. A very dear and lovely animal. He can talk too.” 

“L see, I see,’ chuckled the wizard Martini. 

There was another knock on the door. 

“Come in!" said Martini. 

The door opened and a tall man stood in the doorway. 

“Tam the magician Marco,” he said. “I've come from a land of 
mountains.” 

“You're the second,” said Martini. “Gabby here came in ahead of 
you.” 


Next issue: Martini Shows Off the Magic Flute 





Story by Henri Arnoldus 
Illustrations by Carol Voges 


an illustration on the black board. 
flew around the bright yellow light. 


on the baseball bat. 


in the choir. 
for breakfast on Saturday mornings. 


before | go to school. 

in our Boy Scout troop. 
work in Sunday school to decorate our classroom. 

grows well on my grandfather's farm. 


. The men were told to open the flood gates to prevent the 


from breaking. 





